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2407
Restricted Funds – Children Receiving SSI
NOTE:  Funds received from Social Security Administration should never be sent directly to the child or their guardian.  All funds should be returned to SSA and they will make the determination of whether or not the funds should be forwarded on to the child or guardian.

A. Reference: Foster Care Services Manual, Fiscal Section 1016.47
B.
Children who concurrently receive SSI and are IVE eligible

1. Accounting should receive a copy of the Social Security Income Award letter for the child.

2. If a child is both IVE and SSI eligible, the child’s SSI payment should be reduced by the amount of the IVE per diem payment (after it has been reduced by any other income the child receives).

3. If the child is still eligible for a reduced SSI payment, these funds should not be used towards a child’s per diem or other foster care related cost.

NOTE:  If a child receives a full SSI check (currently $674.00 a month), accounting should never pay their foster care per diem, or other  foster care state approved expenditures from IV-E funding.  If you see this happen, you should notify the caseworker immediately.  

C.
Children who receive SSI and are IVB eligible

1. Accounting should receive a copy of the Social Security Income Award letter for the child.

2. If a child is both IVB and SSI eligible, the child’s SSI payment and any other income must be applied again per diem cost.

3. After the foster care per diem has been paid, a contingency fund of up to $400 may be established for the child, which does not have to be used on other state expenditures.  Any excess funds must be first applied to state expenditures and then used to provide other personal needs not reimbursable by the state or county.

D.  Conserved SSI Funds

1. If a child is in a non-paid per diem placement, it is very important to use the SSI funds to support the needs of the child.  When the child is returned to the custody of their parent/guardian, SSI assumes that all of the child’s needs were met with the funds that were expended and therefore require the remaining funds to be returned to them.  All SSI conserved funds must be returned to SSA when DFCS transfer Representative Payee to anyone else.
E.
Independent Living Program Waivers for SSI Funds 
1.
County departments may request a waiver to allow SSI funds of Independent Living Program children not to have to use their funds on per diem if the county can justify how they will use the funds to assist in transitioning the child into a Transitional Living Plan.  
2.
A specific amount must be requested and may not exceed programmatic resource limits for the services being rendered. 

3.
Accounting should receive and retain a copy of the ILP waiver in their files.

